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cent of the people are farmers, About four-
fifths of them are tenants. North of the
Arkansas River and in the higher altitudes
grains, including wheat and corn, and fruits
common to the temperate latitudes are grown.
The northwestern portion of the state has
attained a wide reputation for the excel-
lent quality of its apples, peaches and straw-
berries. Along- the lowlands of the Missis-
sippi and in the bottom lands south of the
Arkansas lies the cotton belt, which yields
the largest crops of any section of the state
under tillage. Cotton is the most important
crop, and Arkansas usually ranks next to
Texas in production. The annual crop is
about 1,000,000 bales raised on 2,631,000
acres of land. The second crop in value and
acreage is corn; the yield is not far from
28,000,000 bushels annually, which accounts
for about one-fourth of the agricultural in-
come of the state. Other important crops are
wheat, rice, oats, sorghum, potatoes, sweet
potatoes, hay and forage crops, tobacco, pe-
cans and peanuts. Very large areas of the
state are given to forests. More than 100
kinds of woods have been listed. Lumber and
lumber products constitute leading industries.
The national forests in the state cover 1,167,-
054 acres. Livestock is raised in consider-
able quantities in the northern and north-
western sections.
Transportation. The Mississippi gives the
eastern portion of the state ready access to
the sea and to all states with which the Mis-
sissippi is connected by navigable tribu-
taries. The Arkansas is navigable across the
entire state, and the Ouaehita, in its lower
course, for about two-thirds of the year.
During high water the Saint Francis, Black
and White rivers are also navigable. These
streams greatly facilitate transportation and
assist commerce. Important railway lines
extend across the state from northeast to
southwest and from east to west. While rail-
road building in Arkansas has not been as
extensive as in some other states, there are
nearly 5,000 miles of lines. Electric roads
amount to 120 miles. The state contains
more than 33 airports. There are 9,000 miles
of improved highways. The commerce of the
state finds an outlet through Memphis and
ISFew Orleans, The exports are cotton, rice,
fruit, lumber and the products of the vari-
ous mines and quarries, while the imports
are manufactured articles and such food
products as are not grown within the state.
 Education and Religion. A compulsory
education law affects children of Arkansas
between the ages of 7 and 16. There are
over 600,000 boys and girls of school age,
that is between 6 and 21. Parents may
choose the kind of school their children shall
attend. Illiteracy had fallen to 6.8 per cent
in 1930; two-thirds of the children of school
age are in school. Higher education facilities
are provided at the state university at Fay-
etteville, -at the state teachers colleges at
Conway and Arkadelphia, at the state agri-
cultural college at Jonesboro, and in Ar-
kansas College, Batesville; College of the
Ozarks, Clarksville; Harding College, Mor-
rilton; Hendrix College, Conway; Little
Bock College, Little Rock; Ouaehita College,
Arkadelphia; Arkansas Law School, and St.
John's Seminary, both at Little Rock. Negro
colleges are maintained at Little Rock and
Pine Bluff.
One-third of the population are members
of churches; leading denominations are Bap-
tists, Methodists, Roman Catholic, Disciples
of Christ and Presbyterians.
Other Institutions. The state maintains
prison farms for criminals and delinquent
boys and girls are likewise detained in
schools established on farms. At Little Rock,
the capital, are schools for the deaf-mute and
the blind. The Confederate soldiers' home is
at Sweet Home.
Cities. According to the Federal census
of 1930 Arkansas in that year had seven
cities with populations exceeding 15,000.
These were in order of size, Little Rock, the
capital, 81,679; Fort Smith, 31,429; Texar-
kana (Ark. and Tex.), 27,366; Pine Bluff,
20,760; Hot Springs, 20,238; North Little
Rock, 19,418; El Dorado, 16,421.
Government. The state officers are gov-
ernor; secretary of state; auditor; treasurer;
attorney-general; commissioner of state
lands, highways and improvements; the
board of education and the adjutant-general.
The elective officers are chosen for two years.
The legislative department consists of a
senate of thirty-five members, chosen for
four years, and a house of representatives
of 100 members, whose term is two years.
History. The first settlement in the terri-
tory of Arkansas was made by the French,
at Arkansas Post in 1686; little advance was
made until the territory came into the posses-
sion of the United States through the Louisi-
ana Purchase in 1803, From that date it

